
05-17 14:43

05-17 14:43

05-17 14:43

05-17 14:45

05-17 14:46

05-17 14:47

05-17 14:47

05-17 14:48

05-18 05:47

05-18 06:00

05-18 06:05

05-18 06:10

05-18 06:11

 
Tim in Ky

 
At 229 kilometers, stage 12 is the longest of the Giro. There are a couple of

rated climbs in the first half, but the second half is pan flat. It should be a sprinters stage.

 
Tim in Ky
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Tim in Ky

 
The finish is surprisingly straight although there are a couple of left hand

bends after the red kite.

 
Tim in Ky
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Tim in Ky

 
Although the finish is straight and flat, the course description warns that it

is littered with traffic furniture.

 
Tim in Ky
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Tim in Ky

 
Racing starts 11:45 CET (5:45 EDT). Live video at 13:05 CET (7:05 EDT).

 
BusterSci

 
Racing has begun but I'm reliant on CN for updates until a video feed is

available.

 
BusterSci

 
Attacks have commenced by somebody and somebody else.

 
BusterSci

 
Firsanov and Marcato have a gap. Maestri is trying to bridge.

 
BusterSci

 
So it's a Gazprom and a UAE in the break, with a Bardiani trying to join.

 
BusterSci

 
Greipel will go home after this stage.
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05-18 06:26

05-18 06:27

05-18 06:27

05-18 06:27

05-18 06:28

 
BusterSci

 
Maestri catches and our front three have a 2:30 gap

 
Tim in Ky

 
Break, chase, catch, sprint. And so it goes. Except in CA yesterday.

 
BusterSci

 
I always wonder, when a wildcard team wins, if there isn't a bit of

beneficent orchestration going on.

 
Tim in Ky

 
The guy who wrote that date request on his chest in the ITT has been fined

100SF by the UCI police for "damaging the image of cycling".

 
Tim in Ky

 
Nah, Buster. beneficent is not the reason.

 
BusterSci

 
Meanwhile, the Giro teams presentation is hosted by a woman in a skin suit

so skin tight that it shows things you don't see on Game of Thrones. Ah, so nice the UCI has their priorities
straight.

 
RSoseman

 
Forli is a great town, where I saw a departure one Sunday some years back.

 
BusterSci

 
Tell us about it, Mons. Seriously. I love reading your descriptions and

thoughts about such locations.

 
RSoseman

 
Good morning everyone. Stop being so cycnical BusterSci, I am sure the

wild card team can be allowed to win sometimes without 100 € fine for damaging the image of cycling.

 
RSoseman

 
Today I worked myself into a frenzy of social commentary, so

unfortunately that's what you are going to get.

 
RSoseman

 
I am "hoping" I might make it to actually be present at the finish line

tomorrow.

 
BusterSci

 
In that particular case, Mons, I had no cyclical thoughts at all.

 
RSoseman

 
what goes around comes around

 
BusterSci

 
AUTOCORRECT! It caught me and didn't catch you. FUNNY!
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RSoseman

 
ç)

 
RSoseman

 
I have been confused by the auto correct comments as I never use auto

correct and didn't think it was a big deal. Then I realized I never use it because I switch languages so much
it is a pain

 
BusterSci

 
Frau is the same. But in some apps the autocorrect is just there.

 
BusterSci

 
I've tried typing "cynical" with a variety of different typos that fit my

normal error modes. I've gotten cyclical and clinical out of it.

 
BusterSci

 
6:56 and the peloton is tranquilo.

 
RSoseman

 
The above error though almost would make one fear that autocorrect has

acquired a human sense of humor

 
BusterSci

 
Then it would beat me to it.

 
Tim in Ky

 
The gap is 7:00 already. How many sprinters' teams still have a sprinter to

chase for? Orica is the only one I'm sure of. Lotto S, I suppose.

 
BusterSci

 
Gaviria is still in the race. Sam Bennett.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Well, that should be enough.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Starting up the early Cat 2.

 
BusterSci

 
Stuyven is still in, but Trek's commitment to a sprint is likely low, given

Bauke Mollema's position on GC.

 
BusterSci

 
I suspect Lotto S pulls hard for Greipel, being they've made clear he's

leaving the race after today.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I'll be back 9:00-ish when the paint will still be drying.
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05-17 14:47

 
RSoseman

 
OK

 
BusterSci

 
I'm mostly here, just taking care of breakfast preparations.

 
donny

 
Happy to see that the OMEC stage was successfully completed. What is the

acronym for a transition stage like today?

 
Tim in Ky

 
BCCS.

 
BusterSci

 
Hmm. Let the guessing begin.

 
BusterSci

 
Break Climb Catch Sprint?

 
Tim in Ky

 
Break chase catch sprint.

 
BusterSci

 
I think you set yourself a high standard with Obscure Mid-European

Countess stage.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Well, there's only one of those per Grand Tour.

 
donny

 
Me thinks BCCS is not passing mustard as Buster stated OMEC puts the bar

pretty high

 
BusterSci

 
Oh, I didn't say it didn't pass. It's highly descriptive. And I suspect it'll stick.

But I don't think we should discourage additional attempts at incorporating minor nobility.

 
BusterSci

 
Break down to 4:28 on the descent.

 
BusterSci

 
Fraile beats Polanc to the KOM line, meaning he'll be in that jersey for the

next couple days (unless they catch the break)

 
BusterSci

 
The break is increasing again to 5:13, so it doesn't appear there will be a

catch before the next KOM.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Although the finish is straight and flat, the course description warns that it
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is littered with traffic furniture.

 
Tim in Ky
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Tim in Ky

 
Racing starts 11:45 CET (5:45 EDT). Live video at 13:05 CET (7:05 EDT).

 
BusterSci

 
Racing has begun but I'm reliant on CN for updates until a video feed is

available.

 
BusterSci

 
Attacks have commenced by somebody and somebody else.

 
BusterSci

 
Firsanov and Marcato have a gap. Maestri is trying to bridge.

 
BusterSci

 
So it's a Gazprom and a UAE in the break, with a Bardiani trying to join.

 
BusterSci

 
Greipel will go home after this stage.

 
BusterSci

 
Maestri catches and our front three have a 2:30 gap

 
Tim in Ky

 
Break, chase, catch, sprint. And so it goes. Except in CA yesterday.

 
BusterSci

 
I always wonder, when a wildcard team wins, if there isn't a bit of

beneficent orchestration going on.

 
Tim in Ky

 
The guy who wrote that date request on his chest in the ITT has been fined

100SF by the UCI police for "damaging the image of cycling".

 
Tim in Ky

 
Nah, Buster. beneficent is not the reason.

 
BusterSci

 
Meanwhile, the Giro teams presentation is hosted by a woman in a skin suit

so skin tight that it shows things you don't see on Game of Thrones. Ah, so nice the UCI has their priorities
straight.

 
RSoseman

 
Forli is a great town, where I saw a departure one Sunday some years back.
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BusterSci

 
Tell us about it, Mons. Seriously. I love reading your descriptions and

thoughts about such locations.

 
RSoseman

 
Good morning everyone. Stop being so cycnical BusterSci, I am sure the

wild card team can be allowed to win sometimes without 100 € fine for damaging the image of cycling.

 
RSoseman

 
Today I worked myself into a frenzy of social commentary, so

unfortunately that's what you are going to get.

 
RSoseman

 
I am "hoping" I might make it to actually be present at the finish line

tomorrow.

 
BusterSci

 
In that particular case, Mons, I had no cyclical thoughts at all.

 
RSoseman

 
what goes around comes around

 
BusterSci

 
AUTOCORRECT! It caught me and didn't catch you. FUNNY!

 
RSoseman

 
ç)

 
RSoseman

 
I have been confused by the auto correct comments as I never use auto

correct and didn't think it was a big deal. Then I realized I never use it because I switch languages so much
it is a pain

 
BusterSci

 
Frau is the same. But in some apps the autocorrect is just there.

 
BusterSci

 
I've tried typing "cynical" with a variety of different typos that fit my

normal error modes. I've gotten cyclical and clinical out of it.

 
BusterSci

 
6:56 and the peloton is tranquilo.

 
RSoseman

 
The above error though almost would make one fear that autocorrect has

acquired a human sense of humor

 
BusterSci

 
Then it would beat me to it.
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05-18 07:20

05-18 07:20

05-18 07:21

 
Tim in Ky

 
The gap is 7:00 already. How many sprinters' teams still have a sprinter to

chase for? Orica is the only one I'm sure of. Lotto S, I suppose.

 
BusterSci

 
Gaviria is still in the race. Sam Bennett.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Well, that should be enough.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Starting up the early Cat 2.

 
BusterSci

 
Stuyven is still in, but Trek's commitment to a sprint is likely low, given

Bauke Mollema's position on GC.

 
BusterSci

 
I suspect Lotto S pulls hard for Greipel, being they've made clear he's

leaving the race after today.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I'll be back 9:00-ish when the paint will still be drying.

 
RSoseman

 
OK

 
BusterSci

 
I'm mostly here, just taking care of breakfast preparations.

 
donny

 
Happy to see that the OMEC stage was successfully completed. What is the

acronym for a transition stage like today?

 
Tim in Ky

 
BCCS.

 
BusterSci

 
Hmm. Let the guessing begin.

 
BusterSci

 
Break Climb Catch Sprint?

 
Tim in Ky

 
Break chase catch sprint.

 
BusterSci

 
I think you set yourself a high standard with Obscure Mid-European

Countess stage.
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05-18 07:53

05-18 07:54

05-18 07:54

05-18 07:55

05-18 08:00

05-18 08:01

 
Tim in Ky

 
Well, there's only one of those per Grand Tour.

 
donny

 
Me thinks BCCS is not passing mustard as Buster stated OMEC puts the bar

pretty high

 
BusterSci

 
Oh, I didn't say it didn't pass. It's highly descriptive. And I suspect it'll stick.

But I don't think we should discourage additional attempts at incorporating minor nobility.

 
BusterSci

 
Break down to 4:28 on the descent.

 
BusterSci

 
Fraile beats Polanc to the KOM line, meaning he'll be in that jersey for the

next couple days (unless they catch the break)

 
BusterSci

 
The break is increasing again to 5:13, so it doesn't appear there will be a

catch before the next KOM.

 
donny

 
BCCS is a type of stage, of which there are many in every grande tour.

 
BusterSci

 
We can critique when we offer a better suggestion.

 
BusterSci

 
I've only come up with one that's entirely inappropriate.

 
BusterSci

 
4:32 with 142km to go

 
donny

 
Don't mind BCCS for the type of stage, in fact, I believe it has been used before

in various LUGing type situations

 
GDinSD

 
Does viscount? stage

 
donny

 
But to give each stage a designation is an interesting idea and worthy of some

good SRRBBB (Slightly RRBBB)

 
donny

 
HBWLH ? stage

 
donny

 
head bangers with little hope



05-18 08:01
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05-18 08:23

05-18 08:33

05-18 08:37

05-18 08:46

05-18 08:46

05-18 08:49

05-18 08:50

05-18 08:51

05-18 08:53

 
donny

 
MADFAB

 
donny

 
Maybe A Day For A Break

 
donny

 
morning GD

 
GDinSD

 
Hello donny.

 
donny

 
127km remain the gap about 4min. the break is starting the second and final

climb of the day. Just a cat 3 so should not make much difference in the stage.

 
donny

 
or the gap

 
Katie

 
Good morning, amici

 
Katie

 
Very excited to see the race bends around Bologna. I spent three weeks there one

May, having rented an apartment and pretending to be Italian. I managed to rent a road bike from a little
shop outside the city and spent some time riding in the hills. Apparently the region had been used for the
Giro some years earlier, for there were rider names painted on the roads, which was great inspiration. I
stopped in for a bite to eat at a trattoria and had the best lasagna I think I've ever had in my life. One day
the Giro that year finished at Ravenna. I stood for four hours at the finish line, yukkingit up with old Italian
guys, waiting for the flash of the finish (Cav won). Great memories.

 
donny

 
Morning Katie, thanks for the story. What a cool experience

 
donny

 
The break now has 4:53 on the chasers with 118 left to race.

 
BusterSci

 
Frau was in Bologna for work a few weeks ago. She enjoyed it.

 
BusterSci

 
This is the worn out tire stage. A couple bumps then it goes flat. (that's my

family version of my first idea.)

 
Katie

 
Did Frau Buster have a chance to visit the science/medical museum at the

University of Bologna?

 
BusterSci

 
I know she went to one that had a room full of cases of different kinds of
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05-18 09:00

05-18 09:01

05-18 09:01

05-18 09:02

05-18 09:03

05-18 09:04

05-18 09:05

05-18 09:05

05-18 09:06

05-18 09:06

rocks. She told me it was like a Fantastic Voyage through my head.

 
Katie

 
I think I like Frau

 
Tim in Ky

 
Nice infrastructure there.

 
Tim in Ky

 
As expected, Orica, QS and Lotto S lead the peloton.Not seeing Bora up

there.

 
Katie

 
Other thing nearby that's cool is the tomb of Marconi, noted on your map, Tim,

as Sasso Marconi. Father of the radio. It's a rather impressive tomb on the side of a two-lane road on the
outskirts. It looks tlike they'll ride directly past it. I doubt any will stop for a photo op, but maybe they'll
have a moment of thanks for race radio.

 
donny

 
A day in the rocks, tour through bustersci's brain,old tires go pop

 
donny

 
and that sums up today's NRRBBB for the day

 
Tim in Ky

 
Intermediate sprint point, Katie.

 
BusterSci

 
The tomb should be a giant transmitter that drowns out all other radio

signals and just broadcasts a series of pops.

 
Charles Davis

 
Hello all.

 
Katie

 
Hi, Charles!

 
donny

 
Hey Charles

 
Tim in Ky

 
93 km to go. The gap is 5:43.

 
donny

 
TCGATW Stage?

 
donny

 
they could go all the way.
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05-18 09:10

05-18 09:12

05-18 09:13

05-18 09:15
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05-18 09:18

05-18 07:38

05-18 07:39

 
donny

 
The Haiku from before did not cover the SRRBBB

 
Katie

 
"some" RRBBB?

 
donny

 
slightly RRBBB

 
Katie

 
"skimpy"? ;-)

 
donny

 
That would refer to the podium girls outfits as noted by Bustersci at the

beginning of the day.

 
BusterSci

 
Through the toll booth. It'd be too funny if they had to line up and pay.

 
BusterSci

 
Better yet, each guy drops an empty bidon in the basket

 
BusterSci

 
I'm glad I caught the autocorrect on that one. Otherwise it would have read

"drops an empty bison in the basket."

 
BusterSci

 
Tejay has a double flat.

 
SFinAusTx

 
Kind of emblematic for Tejay. Bummer.

 
Tim in Ky

 
The whole race has been a double flat for TVG.

 
Charles Davis

 
Tejay came in 5th twice in the ToF. He is a very good bike racer. Do we

just expect to much out of him?

 
BusterSci

 
My feeling, Charles, is that he expects to much from himself. I think he

would be a very successful one week racer. But he doesn't seem to be able to stand up to three weeks. He's
got a big engine and can, at times, climb with the best. He just can't do it over three weeks.

 
donny

 
BCCS is a type of stage, of which there are many in every grande tour.

 
BusterSci

 
We can critique when we offer a better suggestion.
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BusterSci

 
I've only come up with one that's entirely inappropriate.

 
BusterSci

 
4:32 with 142km to go

 
donny

 
Don't mind BCCS for the type of stage, in fact, I believe it has been used before

in various LUGing type situations

 
GDinSD

 
Does viscount? stage

 
donny

 
But to give each stage a designation is an interesting idea and worthy of some

good SRRBBB (Slightly RRBBB)

 
donny

 
HBWLH ? stage

 
donny

 
head bangers with little hope

 
donny

 
MADFAB

 
donny

 
Maybe A Day For A Break

 
donny

 
morning GD

 
GDinSD

 
Hello donny.

 
donny

 
127km remain the gap about 4min. the break is starting the second and final

climb of the day. Just a cat 3 so should not make much difference in the stage.

 
donny

 
or the gap

 
Katie

 
Good morning, amici

 
Katie

 
Very excited to see the race bends around Bologna. I spent three weeks there one

May, having rented an apartment and pretending to be Italian. I managed to rent a road bike from a little
shop outside the city and spent some time riding in the hills. Apparently the region had been used for the
Giro some years earlier, for there were rider names painted on the roads, which was great inspiration. I
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stopped in for a bite to eat at a trattoria and had the best lasagna I think I've ever had in my life. One day
the Giro that year finished at Ravenna. I stood for four hours at the finish line, yukkingit up with old Italian
guys, waiting for the flash of the finish (Cav won). Great memories.

 
donny

 
Morning Katie, thanks for the story. What a cool experience

 
donny

 
The break now has 4:53 on the chasers with 118 left to race.

 
BusterSci

 
Frau was in Bologna for work a few weeks ago. She enjoyed it.

 
BusterSci

 
This is the worn out tire stage. A couple bumps then it goes flat. (that's my

family version of my first idea.)

 
Katie

 
Did Frau Buster have a chance to visit the science/medical museum at the

University of Bologna?

 
BusterSci

 
I know she went to one that had a room full of cases of different kinds of

rocks. She told me it was like a Fantastic Voyage through my head.

 
Katie

 
I think I like Frau

 
Tim in Ky

 
Nice infrastructure there.

 
Tim in Ky

 
As expected, Orica, QS and Lotto S lead the peloton.Not seeing Bora up

there.

 
Katie

 
Other thing nearby that's cool is the tomb of Marconi, noted on your map, Tim,

as Sasso Marconi. Father of the radio. It's a rather impressive tomb on the side of a two-lane road on the
outskirts. It looks tlike they'll ride directly past it. I doubt any will stop for a photo op, but maybe they'll
have a moment of thanks for race radio.

 
donny

 
A day in the rocks, tour through bustersci's brain,old tires go pop

 
donny

 
and that sums up today's NRRBBB for the day

 
Tim in Ky

 
Intermediate sprint point, Katie.
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BusterSci

 
The tomb should be a giant transmitter that drowns out all other radio

signals and just broadcasts a series of pops.

 
Charles Davis

 
Hello all.

 
Katie

 
Hi, Charles!

 
donny

 
Hey Charles

 
Tim in Ky

 
93 km to go. The gap is 5:43.

 
donny

 
TCGATW Stage?

 
donny

 
they could go all the way.

 
donny

 
The Haiku from before did not cover the SRRBBB

 
Katie

 
"some" RRBBB?

 
donny

 
slightly RRBBB

 
Katie

 
"skimpy"? ;-)

 
donny

 
That would refer to the podium girls outfits as noted by Bustersci at the

beginning of the day.

 
BusterSci

 
Through the toll booth. It'd be too funny if they had to line up and pay.

 
BusterSci

 
Better yet, each guy drops an empty bidon in the basket

 
BusterSci

 
I'm glad I caught the autocorrect on that one. Otherwise it would have read

"drops an empty bison in the basket."

 
BusterSci

 
Tejay has a double flat.
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05-18 09:19

05-18 09:20

05-18 09:21

05-18 09:22

05-18 09:23

05-18 09:23

05-18 09:25

05-18 09:25

 
SFinAusTx

 
Kind of emblematic for Tejay. Bummer.

 
Tim in Ky

 
The whole race has been a double flat for TVG.

 
Charles Davis

 
Tejay came in 5th twice in the ToF. He is a very good bike racer. Do we

just expect to much out of him?

 
BusterSci

 
My feeling, Charles, is that he expects to much from himself. I think he

would be a very successful one week racer. But he doesn't seem to be able to stand up to three weeks. He's
got a big engine and can, at times, climb with the best. He just can't do it over three weeks.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I've said here before, I think Tejay has passed his use-by date.

 
Katie

 
Yeah, Buster, I think that's it. His endurance/stamina isn't up to the level of some

of the others. Back in teh day, I'd suggest he's the only guy racing clean, but I don't think he's the only one
anymore.

 
BusterSci

 
On a possibly similar note, Geraint Thomas probably had a handful of

cobbled classics wins in him, but he decided to try to be stage racer and GT contender. He's still in that
process and may be able to pull it off, but he's sacrificing some cobbles with his name on them to get there.

 
Charles Davis

 
I think he may have peaked as well. It must be hard to stay at the top of

any sport over years.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Roger Ailes died, the NYTimes reports.

 
Katie

 
Roger changed channels, I guess.

 
BusterSci

 
I saw that. I chose not to say anything just because we've remained very

apolitical in this hyper political time, and Ailes certainly opens the door to "going there." So let's all just
not go there.

 
BusterSci

 
Sasso Marconi on screen, Katie.

 
donny

 
so the song is "Ding dong the witch is dead" But he was a dude so can he still

be a witch? Is it PC to call a man a witch? I find it sexist that there is no song dedicated to the passing of
evil wizards!
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05-18 09:32

05-18 09:32

05-18 09:32

05-18 09:33

05-18 09:33

 
donny

 
May he rest in peace.

 
BusterSci

 
LOL

 
BusterSci

 
Nice recovery, Donny.

 
BusterSci

 
What about the Ewoks celebrating after the Empire is defeated?

 
RSoseman

 
De mortuis nihil nisi bonum

 
Tim in Ky

 
75 km, 4:48.

 
donny

 
Thank you Buster, it almost got bad and into the all caps variety of commentary

often used and popularized by a certain STSRN (station that shall remain nameless). Then I read your wis
words.

 
donny

 
correct Mons and as mom always told me if you don't have something nice to

say then better say nothing at all.

 
RSoseman

 
As McArthurs said_ I hope he passes muster in the great beyond, even if

he didn't pass the mustard when I was having a hot dog....

 
donny

 
really puts a damper on the snarky stuff though

 
RSoseman

 
Gosh, this group may not exist if we followed your mothers sage advice

 
BusterSci

 
Nice, Mons!

 
RSoseman

 
Plus my essay is replete with criticism or witcism today. Maybe I should

not post.

 
Katie

 
Post! Post!

 
donny

 
never nice to tease with and essay and not deliver said essay. I for one always

show up and if not live at least reread the archive just in hopes there might be one.



05-18 09:37

05-18 09:37

05-18 09:38

05-18 09:38

05-18 09:39

05-18 09:40

05-18 09:41

05-18 09:41

05-18 09:42

05-18 09:42

05-18 09:43

05-18 09:44

05-18 09:44

05-18 09:44

05-18 09:45

05-18 09:45

 
Tim in Ky

 
69 km, 4:22.

 
BusterSci

 
I'd say: 1) we're all adults here. 2) it's nice to have a place where the tension

of current times is forgotten. 3) It's a boring stage, so why not? 4) Better be ready for rebuttal.

 
Katie

 
Post! Post!

 
BusterSci

 
Katie is hankering for a rumble.

 
BusterSci

 
Jets or Sharks?

 
Katie

 
Lampres

 
donny

 
nice katie

 
BusterSci

 
It's like you're asking me to post the picture...

 
Katie

 
Post! Post!

 
SFinAusTx

 
post! post! I already can't un-see it.

 
BusterSci

 
Now I need to know if you're talking to me or Mons.

 
SFinAusTx

 
As with many either-or situations, the answer is "both"

 
BusterSci
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donny

 
Looking good Buster!

 
BusterSci

 
I think I'm a member of his gang.

 
donny

 
nice socks with sandals as well.
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05-18 09:46

05-18 09:47

05-18 09:47

05-18 09:48

05-18 09:48

05-18 09:49

05-18 09:49

05-18 09:50

05-18 09:50

05-18 09:19

05-18 09:19

05-18 09:20

05-18 09:21

05-18 09:22

 
donny

 
This is nice right.

 
BusterSci

 
As far as we know he isn't dead, so it's OK.

 
BusterSci

 
Are you as thankful as I am that he's wearing a T shirt under that?

 
BusterSci

 
Mind the gap!

 
donny

 
speaking of a rumble and battles and wars and cycling and SAGAN Greaser's or

Roc's

 
BusterSci

 
All I know is I really love this cooking revolution!

 
donny

 
https://youtu.be/UYUZIW0kEPM

 
Tim in Ky

 
Bora has a man up now with the other sprinters teams.

 
donny

 
Soc' not the mythical bird Roc's

 
donny

 
I really am confused by the auto correct and my inability to correct it.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I've said here before, I think Tejay has passed his use-by date.

 
Katie

 
Yeah, Buster, I think that's it. His endurance/stamina isn't up to the level of some

of the others. Back in teh day, I'd suggest he's the only guy racing clean, but I don't think he's the only one
anymore.

 
BusterSci

 
On a possibly similar note, Geraint Thomas probably had a handful of

cobbled classics wins in him, but he decided to try to be stage racer and GT contender. He's still in that
process and may be able to pull it off, but he's sacrificing some cobbles with his name on them to get there.

 
Charles Davis

 
I think he may have peaked as well. It must be hard to stay at the top of

any sport over years.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Roger Ailes died, the NYTimes reports.
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05-18 09:25

05-18 09:25

05-18 09:26

05-18 09:26

05-18 09:29

05-18 09:29

05-18 09:29

05-18 09:29

05-18 09:31

05-18 09:31

05-18 09:31

 
Katie

 
Roger changed channels, I guess.

 
BusterSci

 
I saw that. I chose not to say anything just because we've remained very

apolitical in this hyper political time, and Ailes certainly opens the door to "going there." So let's all just
not go there.

 
BusterSci

 
Sasso Marconi on screen, Katie.

 
donny

 
so the song is "Ding dong the witch is dead" But he was a dude so can he still

be a witch? Is it PC to call a man a witch? I find it sexist that there is no song dedicated to the passing of
evil wizards!

 
donny

 
May he rest in peace.

 
BusterSci

 
LOL

 
BusterSci

 
Nice recovery, Donny.

 
BusterSci

 
What about the Ewoks celebrating after the Empire is defeated?

 
RSoseman

 
De mortuis nihil nisi bonum

 
Tim in Ky

 
75 km, 4:48.

 
donny

 
Thank you Buster, it almost got bad and into the all caps variety of commentary

often used and popularized by a certain STSRN (station that shall remain nameless). Then I read your wis
words.

 
donny

 
correct Mons and as mom always told me if you don't have something nice to

say then better say nothing at all.

 
RSoseman

 
As McArthurs said_ I hope he passes muster in the great beyond, even if

he didn't pass the mustard when I was having a hot dog....

 
donny

 
really puts a damper on the snarky stuff though
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05-18 09:38

05-18 09:39

05-18 09:40

05-18 09:41

05-18 09:41

05-18 09:42

05-18 09:42

05-18 09:43

 
RSoseman

 
Gosh, this group may not exist if we followed your mothers sage advice

 
BusterSci

 
Nice, Mons!

 
RSoseman

 
Plus my essay is replete with criticism or witcism today. Maybe I should

not post.

 
Katie

 
Post! Post!

 
donny

 
never nice to tease with and essay and not deliver said essay. I for one always

show up and if not live at least reread the archive just in hopes there might be one.

 
Tim in Ky

 
69 km, 4:22.

 
BusterSci

 
I'd say: 1) we're all adults here. 2) it's nice to have a place where the tension

of current times is forgotten. 3) It's a boring stage, so why not? 4) Better be ready for rebuttal.

 
Katie

 
Post! Post!

 
BusterSci

 
Katie is hankering for a rumble.

 
BusterSci

 
Jets or Sharks?

 
Katie

 
Lampres

 
donny

 
nice katie

 
BusterSci

 
It's like you're asking me to post the picture...

 
Katie

 
Post! Post!

 
SFinAusTx

 
post! post! I already can't un-see it.

 
BusterSci

 
Now I need to know if you're talking to me or Mons.
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05-18 09:47

05-18 09:48

05-18 09:48

05-18 09:49

05-18 09:49

05-18 09:50

05-18 09:50

05-18 09:51

 
SFinAusTx

 
As with many either-or situations, the answer is "both"

 
BusterSci
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donny

 
Looking good Buster!

 
BusterSci

 
I think I'm a member of his gang.

 
donny

 
nice socks with sandals as well.

 
donny

 
This is nice right.

 
BusterSci

 
As far as we know he isn't dead, so it's OK.

 
BusterSci

 
Are you as thankful as I am that he's wearing a T shirt under that?

 
BusterSci

 
Mind the gap!

 
donny

 
speaking of a rumble and battles and wars and cycling and SAGAN Greaser's or

Roc's

 
BusterSci

 
All I know is I really love this cooking revolution!

 
donny

 
https://youtu.be/UYUZIW0kEPM

 
Tim in Ky

 
Bora has a man up now with the other sprinters teams.

 
donny

 
Soc' not the mythical bird Roc's

 
donny

 
I really am confused by the auto correct and my inability to correct it.

 
Charles Davis

 
Bora seems to be having a very good month.



05-18 09:51

05-18 09:51

05-18 09:51

05-18 09:52

05-18 09:53

05-18 09:54

05-18 09:54

05-18 09:55

05-18 09:55

05-18 09:55

05-18 09:56

05-18 09:57

05-18 09:59

05-18 10:00

05-18 10:00

 
BusterSci

 
What gets me, Donny, is often the second time it waits to "correct" a word

until you've typed two or three further.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Kirby says the curve just after the red kite is "sketchy".

 
Tim in Ky
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BusterSci

 
3:53. Lotto pulling things back.

 
BusterSci

 
At the 10km per minute rule they'll reel them in inside 20km to go.

 
Tim in Ky

 
55 km to go.

 
BusterSci

 
When the Tiz feed goes to commercial the often show the racing with no

commentary. It's nice.

 
SFinAusTx

 
Auto-correction saved the world: https://xkcd.com/1834/

 
BusterSci

 
Orica taking a turn

 
BusterSci

 
I enjoyed that one, SF. XKCD is one of the best.

 
BusterSci

 
And whoever posted the mathematical limericks on Facebook yesterday--

those were AWESOME.

 
BusterSci

 
I think it was BillWilk, who we sadly don't see here.

 
BusterSci

 
50.8km. 3:23

 
Tim in Ky

 
I find myself yawning.

 
RSoseman
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05-18 10:02

05-18 10:04

05-18 10:04

05-18 10:06

05-18 10:06

05-18 10:08

05-18 10:09

05-18 10:10

05-18 10:10

05-18 10:12

05-18 10:14

05-18 10:14

05-18 10:15

 
RSoseman

 
So I posted it and now no reaction. ;( :)

 
BusterSci

 
It's long and the text is small. Give it time.

 
RSoseman

 
I am still trying to figure out how to paste into paint...

 
RSoseman

 
the good news, is it is so terribly long, you can doze off and wake up just

before the stage finish. ;)

 
Tim in Ky

 
You can click on it and get a magnifying glass.

 
Katie

 
Thanks, Mons. Just finished reading it. I'm of two minds on going through areas

that have expereinced tragedies. You don't want to get in the way of repairs or stress an unstable
infrastructure, but giving people a bit of the traveling circus might indeed lift some spirits.

 
Tim in Ky

 
43 km, 3:23.

 
BusterSci

 
I agree and will also provide a counterpoint. I grew up not far from the Red

River (of the North, of course.) Most years it would flood where the Ottertail river joined it in
Breckenridge-Whapeton. The general rule was always if you aren't filling sandbags, stay away. But I also
know that after the worst floods, while the taciturn Scandinavians of the upper midwest would put aside
other concerns to help, the next year people were still trying to recover their lives while the rest of the
world had long moved on. Visiting the site of last year's disaster is a good way to remind people that
recovery takes a lot longer than our attention spans.

 
SFinAusTx

 
Thanks, Mons. Very thoughtful and thought provoking.

 
Gilliemarie

 
Thanks Mons. I agree with above statements.

 
RSoseman

 
My mother loved that song about the Red River (of the north) Valley

 
RSoseman

 
So come sit by my side if you love me. Do not hasten to bid me adieu. Just

remember the Red River Valley, And the cowboy that has loved you so true.

 
BusterSci

 
It's always better when Slim Whitman isn't singing it.
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05-18 10:18

05-18 10:18

05-18 10:18

05-18 10:18

05-18 10:19

05-18 10:19

05-18 10:19

05-18 10:19

05-18 10:21

05-18 10:22

05-18 10:23

 
Gilliemarie

 
Lots of flooding isdues with the Red River in Manitoba, especially in

combo withe tha Assiniboine River. I do remember ther ared River Valley song as well Mons!

 
Tim in Ky

 
There's a Red River here in KY and a Red River in Ohio. I suspect every

state that has clay soil has a Red River.

 
BusterSci

 
The big issue with the Red is it cuts through the bed of old glacial Lake

Agassiz. When it leaves its banks there is nothing to stop the water for at least 30 miles to the east or west.

 
Gilliemarie

 
The Red River that BusterSci & i are talking about is the same one!

 
BusterSci

 
it is, GM

 
BusterSci

 
It starts at the confluence of the Bois de Sioux and the Ottertail.

 
Katie

 
Per my criticism of ToC the other day ... apart from the lack of ugly strip malls

and billboards that spoils the look of bike racing in this country, it's the more sophisticated camera work in
these OMEC races that adds to the more compelling viewing. And the prettier tarmac.

 
Gilliemarie

 
It meets/crosses with the Assiniboine River in Winnipeg

 
BusterSci

 
It empties into Hudson Bay

 
Charles Davis

 
Good one Mons.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I KU to go. Gap is 2:00-ish.

 
BusterSci

 
I'm not sure, Tim, why the RR of the North is even called the Red. The soil

there isn't clay, it's deep, rich, prairie loam. I think the guy that discovered it was named "Red" or
something.

 
RSoseman

 
that Red River is the only midwestern river system which does not flow

into the Mississippi, but instead north to Hudson Bay. The two major Red Rivers in the country (in
addition to many others, I am sure, as Tim states) are the Red River of the North, the great one which
floods Fargo, etc.not infrequently, and the Red River of Texas/Oklahoma/Louisiana (I think, is Arkansas in
there two where is wikipedia when you are trying to watch a bike race?)
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05-18 10:27

05-18 10:28

05-18 10:29

05-18 10:29

05-18 10:31

05-18 10:31

05-18 10:32

05-18 09:51

05-18 09:51

05-18 09:51

05-18 09:51

05-18 09:53

05-18 09:53

 
BusterSci

 
Strangely enough, Minnesota has a triple continental divide, with the Red

flowing north, the Mississippi flowing south, of course, and the rivers of the Arrowhead region flowing
east to Superior and the St Lawrence.

 
BusterSci

 
1:30

 
BusterSci

 
Sean says the gap is "One torty"

 
Tim in Ky

 
You'd think Modena would be more picturesque with quaint old balsamic

vinegar factiries.

 
BusterSci

 
If a town is delicious it doesn't have to e picturesque.

 
BusterSci

 
1:16

 
Katie

 
True! One thing I learned visting the region was that the old family balsamico

factories have a tradition: The parents give their sons a small cask of the very old balsamico as a wedding
gift, allowing the son then to start his own business. I believe it extends to daughters,s too, these days.

 
Katie

 
To clarify, they're given "starter" from the "mother" cask that dates back,

sometimes, centuries.

 
Charles Davis

 
Bora seems to be having a very good month.

 
BusterSci

 
What gets me, Donny, is often the second time it waits to "correct" a word

until you've typed two or three further.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Kirby says the curve just after the red kite is "sketchy".

 
Tim in Ky
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BusterSci

 
3:53. Lotto pulling things back.

 
BusterSci

 
At the 10km per minute rule they'll reel them in inside 20km to go.
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05-18 10:00
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05-18 10:04

05-18 10:06

05-18 10:06

 
Tim in Ky

 
55 km to go.

 
BusterSci

 
When the Tiz feed goes to commercial the often show the racing with no

commentary. It's nice.

 
SFinAusTx

 
Auto-correction saved the world: https://xkcd.com/1834/

 
BusterSci

 
Orica taking a turn

 
BusterSci

 
I enjoyed that one, SF. XKCD is one of the best.

 
BusterSci

 
And whoever posted the mathematical limericks on Facebook yesterday--

those were AWESOME.

 
BusterSci

 
I think it was BillWilk, who we sadly don't see here.

 
BusterSci

 
50.8km. 3:23

 
Tim in Ky

 
I find myself yawning.

 
RSoseman
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RSoseman

 
So I posted it and now no reaction. ;( :)

 
BusterSci

 
It's long and the text is small. Give it time.

 
RSoseman

 
I am still trying to figure out how to paste into paint...

 
RSoseman

 
the good news, is it is so terribly long, you can doze off and wake up just

before the stage finish. ;)

 
Tim in Ky

 
You can click on it and get a magnifying glass.



05-18 10:08
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05-18 10:10

05-18 10:12

05-18 10:14

05-18 10:14

05-18 10:15

05-18 10:16

05-18 10:17

05-18 10:18

05-18 10:18

05-18 10:18

 
Katie

 
Thanks, Mons. Just finished reading it. I'm of two minds on going through areas

that have expereinced tragedies. You don't want to get in the way of repairs or stress an unstable
infrastructure, but giving people a bit of the traveling circus might indeed lift some spirits.

 
Tim in Ky

 
43 km, 3:23.

 
BusterSci

 
I agree and will also provide a counterpoint. I grew up not far from the Red

River (of the North, of course.) Most years it would flood where the Ottertail river joined it in
Breckenridge-Whapeton. The general rule was always if you aren't filling sandbags, stay away. But I also
know that after the worst floods, while the taciturn Scandinavians of the upper midwest would put aside
other concerns to help, the next year people were still trying to recover their lives while the rest of the
world had long moved on. Visiting the site of last year's disaster is a good way to remind people that
recovery takes a lot longer than our attention spans.

 
SFinAusTx

 
Thanks, Mons. Very thoughtful and thought provoking.

 
Gilliemarie

 
Thanks Mons. I agree with above statements.

 
RSoseman

 
My mother loved that song about the Red River (of the north) Valley

 
RSoseman

 
So come sit by my side if you love me. Do not hasten to bid me adieu. Just

remember the Red River Valley, And the cowboy that has loved you so true.

 
BusterSci

 
It's always better when Slim Whitman isn't singing it.

 
Gilliemarie

 
Lots of flooding isdues with the Red River in Manitoba, especially in

combo withe tha Assiniboine River. I do remember ther ared River Valley song as well Mons!

 
Tim in Ky

 
There's a Red River here in KY and a Red River in Ohio. I suspect every

state that has clay soil has a Red River.

 
BusterSci

 
The big issue with the Red is it cuts through the bed of old glacial Lake

Agassiz. When it leaves its banks there is nothing to stop the water for at least 30 miles to the east or west.

 
Gilliemarie

 
The Red River that BusterSci & i are talking about is the same one!

 
BusterSci

 
it is, GM
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05-18 10:28

05-18 10:29

05-18 10:29

 
BusterSci

 
It starts at the confluence of the Bois de Sioux and the Ottertail.

 
Katie

 
Per my criticism of ToC the other day ... apart from the lack of ugly strip malls

and billboards that spoils the look of bike racing in this country, it's the more sophisticated camera work in
these OMEC races that adds to the more compelling viewing. And the prettier tarmac.

 
Gilliemarie

 
It meets/crosses with the Assiniboine River in Winnipeg

 
BusterSci

 
It empties into Hudson Bay

 
Charles Davis

 
Good one Mons.

 
Tim in Ky

 
I KU to go. Gap is 2:00-ish.

 
BusterSci

 
I'm not sure, Tim, why the RR of the North is even called the Red. The soil

there isn't clay, it's deep, rich, prairie loam. I think the guy that discovered it was named "Red" or
something.

 
RSoseman

 
that Red River is the only midwestern river system which does not flow

into the Mississippi, but instead north to Hudson Bay. The two major Red Rivers in the country (in
addition to many others, I am sure, as Tim states) are the Red River of the North, the great one which
floods Fargo, etc.not infrequently, and the Red River of Texas/Oklahoma/Louisiana (I think, is Arkansas in
there two where is wikipedia when you are trying to watch a bike race?)

 
BusterSci

 
Strangely enough, Minnesota has a triple continental divide, with the Red

flowing north, the Mississippi flowing south, of course, and the rivers of the Arrowhead region flowing
east to Superior and the St Lawrence.

 
BusterSci

 
1:30

 
BusterSci

 
Sean says the gap is "One torty"

 
Tim in Ky

 
You'd think Modena would be more picturesque with quaint old balsamic

vinegar factiries.

 
BusterSci

 
If a town is delicious it doesn't have to e picturesque.



05-18 10:31

05-18 10:31

05-18 10:32

05-18 10:33

05-18 10:34

05-18 10:34

05-18 10:35

05-18 10:36

05-18 10:36

05-18 10:36

05-18 10:37

05-18 10:38

05-18 10:39

05-18 10:40

 
BusterSci

 
1:16

 
Katie

 
True! One thing I learned visting the region was that the old family balsamico

factories have a tradition: The parents give their sons a small cask of the very old balsamico as a wedding
gift, allowing the son then to start his own business. I believe it extends to daughters,s too, these days.

 
Katie

 
To clarify, they're given "starter" from the "mother" cask that dates back,

sometimes, centuries.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Looks like this stage will at just about the expected time.

 
RSoseman

 
Great to hear Katie!

 
RSoseman

 
Modena is fairly bleh. Parma is beautiful

 
BusterSci

 
Dumoulin up front. He belongs there in pink, and he has the additional

justification of helping to lead out Sam Bennet.

 
BusterSci

 
Parma is delicious and picturesque. I would say the same about Piemonte.

La Morra, Barolo, Neive. Barbaresco. White truffles. I want to go back.

 
Katie

 
OK! Let's go!

 
BusterSci

 
53s and 20.8

 
Tim in Ky

 
20 km banner. 0:50 the gap.

 
BusterSci

 
The view at twilight from the church in La Morra is something else.

Twinkling villages dotting the vineyard covered hillsides. It the late fall it's incredible--if it isn't foggy.

 
BusterSci
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BusterSci

 
You can't really see the elevation in the photos. Cameras don't do it justice.
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05-18 10:46

05-18 10:46

05-18 10:46

 
Tim in Ky

 
Pulling neutral service car out of the gap.

 
BusterSci

 
No BBB zone? I'll shut up.

 
BusterSci

 
(anybody believe that?)

 
Katie

 
uh.....

 
BusterSci

 
Gaviria's main readout guy flats.

 
BusterSci

 
Leadout.

 
Tim in Ky

 
15 km 0:23.

 
BusterSci

 
15km. 23s

 
BusterSci

 
We're on the same time today, Tim.

 
BusterSci

 
They'll let things dangle a bit. No reason to catch too early.

 
BusterSci

 
Our Bardiani breaker, Maestri, is off on his own.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Delusional Bardiani rider.

 
BusterSci

 
Richeze is back to the peloton for Gaviria

 
BusterSci

 
Maestri doing his job, getting "Bardiani" said a couple more times before

the sprint.

 
BusterSci

 
12.5km. 18s

 
BusterSci

 
The other two breakers are caught.
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05-18 10:51

 
BusterSci

 
Orica leading.

 
BusterSci

 
QS helping

 
BusterSci

 
Lotto S up there too, but not really helping.

 
BusterSci

 
Gap toning up a bit. Was down in the teens now back up to 20s

 
BusterSci

 
They aren't driving really hard yet, obviously. They've got the single

breaker well in hand.

 
BusterSci

 
10.4km. 22s

 
BusterSci

 
When they decide it's time this will close in a minute.

 
BusterSci

 
If that

 
BusterSci

 
That Bardiani kit is a mix of CCC and Cannondale. Fluorescent green and

orange. Gaah.

 
BusterSci

 
More smoke bombs.

 
Elanzo

 
(just caught up - lovely essay, Mons, as always!)

 
BusterSci

 
Orica has 2 on the front with QS following.

 
BusterSci

 
8.8km. 18s

 
Tim in Ky

 
Pinch point approaches.

 
BusterSci

 
8km. 12s

 
BusterSci

 
GC teams to the fore until 3km
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05-18 10:55

 
BusterSci

 
9s

 
BusterSci

 
7s

 
BusterSci

 
4s

 
BusterSci

 
Prepare to scroll up if you want to see the fat guy.

 
BusterSci

 
Maestri still churning and turning.

 
BusterSci

 
Caught

 
BusterSci

 
6.7km

 
BusterSci

 
FDJ along side Orica at the front.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Didn't pinch very hard.

 
BusterSci

 
6km

 
BusterSci

 
Bora now

 
BusterSci

 
Movistar

 
BusterSci

 
5.5km

 
BusterSci

 
4.9km

 
BusterSci

 
Movistar then Bora

 
BusterSci

 
4.5km

 
BusterSci

 
Pink not helping with the readout.
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05-18 10:58

 
BusterSci

 
4km

 
BusterSci

 
Lining out the peloton

 
BusterSci

 
3.5km

 
BusterSci

 
Bora really pushing for Sam

 
Tim in Ky

 
3 km.

 
BusterSci

 
Lotto S forms their own line for Greipel

 
BusterSci

 
Under 3km

 
BusterSci

 
All sprinters teams now.

 
BusterSci

 
Bora at 2.5

 
BusterSci

 
Why do I keep thinking Dumouling is riding with Bora?

 
BusterSci

 
Dummy

 
BusterSci

 
2km

 
BusterSci

 
We have a break off the front

 
BusterSci

 
Selle Italia

 
BusterSci

 
Zhupa!

 
BusterSci

 
Bora closes it down

 
BusterSci

 
1.1km
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05-18 10:59
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05-18 11:00

05-18 11:00
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05-18 11:00

05-18 11:00

05-18 11:01

 
Tim in Ky

 
red kite.

 
BusterSci

 
Posty leading

 
BusterSci

 
.7km

 
BusterSci

 
All the sprinters there

 
BusterSci

 
Bora has to close another

 
BusterSci

 
300m

 
BusterSci

 
QS

 
BusterSci

 
Gaviria!

 
Katie

 
Zippy!

 
BusterSci

 
Bora worked so hard but couldn't get Sam up there.

 
BusterSci

 
Sam gets 3rd.

 
BusterSci

 
Awaiting top 10s.

 
Tim in Ky

 
Ewan melted.

 
Elanzo

 
Thanks for the the to-t

 
Gilliemarie

 
Thanks guys. Hope to see you in the am!

 
Elanzo

 
To-the-line coverage, Buster, that should have said

 
Elanzo

 
And to all for the feed and chatting <-^
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05-18 11:03

05-18 11:04

05-18 11:05

 
BusterSci
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BusterSci

 
I expect no change in the GC

 
Katie

 
Ciao!

 
Charles Davis

 
Good entertainment today. See everyone tomorrow.

 
BusterSci

 
Going to interviews. Confirmed no changes to GC so I won't wait to post.

TAH.
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